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WOMEN IN ELIZABETHAN TIMES
THROUGH SHAKESPEARE�S EYES
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L Ó P E Z  L E O N E L A  ( U N S A M ,  B U E N O S  A I R E S ,  A R G E N T I N A )
O L I V E R A  C A M I L A  ( U N S A M ,  B U E N O S  A I R E S ,  A R G E N T I N A )
S T U L  M A R I E L A  ( U N S A M ,  B U E N O S  A I R E S ,  A R G E N T I N A )

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Elizabethan times lasted from 1558 to 1603 and it
was a period of great social welfare. However,
women still did not have rights as they are
known nowadays in England. This reality is
accurately reflected in William Shakespeare´s
literature works throughout a very famous era
of the English Theatre.

P U R P O S E

To reveal how women were represented by the
literature of those times and to study the role of
daughters in Hamlet (1603) and Romeo and Juliet
(1595) by taking into account how Juliet and
Ophelia are not able to assert their free will and
self-determination and how their parental �igures
and society denied their right to a free choice.

M E T H O D

Comparative literature,
based on the formulation

of objectives and
hypothesis, as well as its
following veri�ication

J U L I E T O P H E L I A

R E S U L T S

1- Women were subdued to the misogynist and patriarchal society of the Elizabethan era.
They were not able to choose freely or make their own decisions. 
2- Ophelia and Juliet are clear examples of the lack of free will and self determination
women had in those times.
3- In the case of Juliet, although she challenges her father and the society of that time,the
fact that she does not ful�ill her father´s will leads her to death, whereas in the case of
Ophelia, her amenable personality prevents her from �uestioning the male �igures’
ordinances which also lead her towards a dreadful �inal
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Painting done by John Everett Millais (1852). Tate Britain Museum, London.

 

The analysis of this work has shown that women in Elizabethan times were not able to assert their free will and self determination. 
Parental �igures and the patriarchal society of those times denied daughters the right to choose freely. 
Ophelia and Juliet are examples of young women who were condemned to live under men´s power which in the end leads them to death.

In order to assert what has just been introduced, it is crucial to present
interesting voices, such as E. M. W. Tylliard, Sharon Hamilton and Theresa
Kemp, who have analyzed in depth that period of history in England.


