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RESUMEN

La consciencia como objeto de estudio, ha sido explorada a lo
largo de los siglos mediante la especulacion y reflexion filosdfica,
aunque en las dltimas décadas comenzd a ser altamente investi-
gada desde una perspectiva cientifica. Desde la psicologia experi-
mental y las neurociencias cognitivas existe una gran variedad de
maneras a través de las cuales se puede estudiar el acceso de un
estimulo a la consciencia. Uno de los paradigmas mas utilizados
es el denominado priming enmascarado. En este paradigma, un
estimulo (i.e. imagen, palabra, simbolo) llamado prime es enmas-
carado de manera que no pueda ser percibido conscientemente,
aunque de todas formas influye en la respuesta a otro estimulo
posterior, llamado target. El presente estudio tiene como obje-
tivo la revision tedrica de algunas problematicas que han sido
abordadas mediante la utilizacion del priming enmascarado, y en
segundo lugar, la descripcion de posibles consideraciones me-
todoldgicas que deberian ser tomadas en cuenta previamente a
la realizacion de un experimento con esta metodologia. Hasta el
conocimiento de los autores de este estudio, no hay bibliografia
en espafiol que explique de manera detallada esta metodologia.
Se espera que la presente revision sea de utilidad para aquellos
investigadores que han decidido utilizar este paradigma.

Palabras clave
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ABSTRACT

SUBLIMINAL IMAGES? WHAT IS THIS USEFUL FOR IN EXPERI-
MENTAL PSYCHOLOGY AND COGNITIVE NEUROSCIENCE?
Consciousness as an object of study has been explored throughout
the centuries by ways of speculation and philosophical reflection,
although in recent decades it began to be highly investigated from
a scientific perspective. From experimental psychology and cogni-
tive neurosciences there are a wide variety of ways through which
the access of a stimulus to consciousness can be studied. One
of the most frequently used paradigms is the so-called masked

priming. Under this paradigm, a stimulus (i.e. image, word, sym-
bol) called prime is masked in order that it cannot be consciously
perceived by the observer, although it nevertheless influences
their response to another subsequent stimulus, called the target.
The main aim of the present study is to elaborate a theoretical
review of some problems that have been addressed through the
use of masked priming, and secondly, the description of possible
methodological considerations that should be taken into account
prior to carrying out an experiment with this methodology. To the
knowledge of the authors of this study, there is no bibliography
in Spanish that explains this methodology in detail. The present
review is expected to be useful for those researchers who have
decided to employ this paradigm.

Keywords
Masked priming paradigm - Visual masking - Consciousness -
Subliminal processing
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