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RESUMEN

Los efectos morfoldgicos en la lectura de palabras complejas
suelen ser interpretados como evidencia a favor de una repre-
sentacion explicita de la morfologia en el léxico ortogréfico. Es
posible, sin embargo, que los mismos emerjan como resultado
de regularidades estadisticas en las lenguas. Nuestro trabajo
se propone hacer un aporte a esta discusion. Dos tareas de de-
cision léxica fueron disefiadas y tomadas a 80 participantes.
Los estimulos criticos consistieron en nopalabras con prefijos y
sufijos derivativos unidos a cadenas de letras nomorfémicas (p.
ej., “covomar”, “ridonismo”). A cada estimulo critico le corres-
pondia un control ortografico sin morfema alguno (p. €j., “cuvo-
mar” y “ridonisto”). Los resultados revelaron un efecto de in-
terferencia morfolégica: los participantes presentaron mayores
latencias al clasificar los estimulos criticos que sus controles
ortogréficos (p < .001). Mas aun, la frecuencia de bigramas de
los afijos no tuvo ningdn efecto sobre los tiempos de reaccion (p
= .68, p = .76). La falta de efecto de la frecuencia de bigramas
sobre las latencias sugiere que la interferencia se produce no
porque los afijos sean grafemas de elevada co-ocurrencia sino
por su calidad de morfemas. Nuestros resultados son, por lo
tanto, consistentes con los modelos simbolicos que postulan un
nivel de representacion morfologico.

Palabras clave
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ABSTRACT

MORPHEMES IN READING: MORE THAN FREQUENT
COMBINATIONS OF GRAPHEMES

Morphological effects in visual word identification are often in-
terpreted as evidence for an explicit representation of morpholo-
gy in the mental lexicon. However, it is possible that such effects
could emerge as a result of statistical regularities in language.
The present study aims to make a contribution to this discus-
sion. Two lexical decision tasks were designed and 80 partici-
pants were assessed. The critical stimuli consisted of prefixed
and suffixed nonwords (e.g., “covomar”, “ridonismo”). Each of
these nonwords had a matched orthographic control, which did
not contain a morpheme (e.g., “cuvomar” y “ridonisto”). The
results revealed a morphological interference effect: critical
stimuli were more difficult to classify than their corresponding

orthographic controls (p < .001). Critically, the mean logarith-
mic bigram frequency of the affixes (RLMBF) had no significant
effect on reaction times (p = .68, p = .76). The lack of an effect
of the RMLBF on latencies suggests that the interference is not
determined by the frequent co-occurrence of the graphemes
that constitute the affixes but by their morphological nature.
Therefore, these results seem to support the postulation of a
morphological level of representation.
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