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Y LA PARTICIPACION POLITICA DE LOS ADOLESCENTES

DE BUENOS AIRES

Bruno, Daniela Silvana; Barreiro, Alicia Viviana

UBACYT, Universidad de Buenos Aires - Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Cientificas y Técnicas

RESUMEN

Investigaciones realizadas desde campos disciplinares diversos
pusieron de manifiesto que la participacion politica, en particular
los modos tradicionales de involucramiento, son bastante poco
frecuentes entre los adolescentes. Este trabajo presenta los resul-
tados de una investigacion cuyo objetivo consistio en describir la
representacion social de la politica en adolescentes escolarizados
(n=376) de Buenos Aires con edades entre 16 a 18 afios. Se admi-
nistro la técnica de asociacion de palabras. Los resultados ponen
de manifiesto que los participantes del estudio piensan la politica
como una institucion democratica percibida negativamente. Esta
valoracion negativa de la politica estaria vinculada con los modos
tradicionales de participacion politica, relacionados con la partici-
pacion partidaria y electoral ya que la piensan en términos de par-
tidos politicos y elecciones. Esto tltimo es coherente con una linea
de investigacion sobre participacion politica juvenil que mostré que
los jovenes participarian en practicas politicas no convencionales,
aunque ellos mismos no las consideran de ese modo, por ejemplo,
actividades solidarias y de asistencia comunitaria. Se concluye que
estos hallazgos ponen de manifiesto el aporte significativo de la
perspectiva de las representaciones sociales para avanzar en la
comprension del modo en que los adolescentes conciben la politica
y sus practicas en torno a ella.
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ABSTRACT

POLITICS AS A SOCIAL REPRESENTATION AND TEENAGE POLITICAL
PARTICIPATION IN BUENQOS AIRES

Investigations from various disciplinary perspectives have shown
that political participation, including traditional modes of engage-
ment, is quite rare among teenagers. This study showed the re-
sults of a research work whose purpose was to describe the social
representation of politics of teenagers between 16 and 18 years
old (sample=376) attending school in Buenos Aires. The method of
association of words was applied. The findings of the above men-
tioned study showed that participants think politics as a democratic
institution perceived negatively. This negative assessment of poli-
tics would be related to traditional modes of political participation,
related to party and electoral participation since they think in terms
of political parties and elections. Such findings are consistent with
a line of research on the participation of young people in politics
which showed that young people are willing to participate in uncon-
ventional political practices, such as solidarity and community work
activities, although they do not place those activities under such
category. Our study concludes that these findings demonstrate the
important contribution of the perspective of social representations

to advance understanding of how adolescents conceive politics and
the practices associated to it.
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