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RESUMEN

Los trabajos sobre lectura consideran a la decodificacion y a la flui-
dez como bases de la comprension lectora. En efecto, se ha obser-
vado que cuando los nifios no logran automatizar el reconocimiento
de palabras, la demanda cognitiva de la tarea de lectura interfiere
en la comprension.Otros trabajos también han sefialado que adn
cuando los nifios desarrollen buenas habilidades de decodificacion
pueden encontrar dificultades para comprender los textos segun
sus conocimientos previos y vocabulario.En general, se trata de
estudios desarrollados en lenguas cuyo sistema ortografico es con-
siderado opaco (e.g.,inglés). El objetivo de este trabajo es indagar
la relacion entre los procesos de comprension, decodificacion y flui-
dez en espafiol. Especificamente, se propone un estudio transversal
en el que se considera, en cada curso: (a)el desempefio en com-
prension de textos narrativos y expositivos y (b)como se relaciona el
desempefio en comprension en cada tipo de texto con las habilida-
des de decodificacion y la fluidez. Participaron de este estudio 317
nifios de segundo, tercero y cuarto grado de dos escuelas primarias
publicas de la ciudad de Cordoba.Los resultados se discuten en
base a los modelos actuales de lectura.
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ABSTRACT

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN READING COMPREHENSION, DECO-
DING AND FLUENCY IN SPANISH: A CROSS-SECTIONAL STUDY
Studies on reading consider decoding and fluency as the bases of
reading comprehension. Indeed, it has been observed that when
children fail to read words automatically, the cognitive demand of
the task affects reading comprehension. Other studies have also
indicated that even when children develop good decoding skills,
they may find it difficult to understand the texts according to their
previous knowledge and vocabulary. In general, these studies have
been developed in languages whose spelling system is conside-
red opaque (such as English). We actually know very little about
how appropriate models developed for English could be in the case
of Spanish. The aim of this study is to investigate the relationship
between the processes of understanding, decoding, and fluency in
Spanish. Specifically, we develop a cross-sectional study and we
considered in each course: (a) comprehension of narrative and ex-
pository texts and (b) how the performance in understanding each
type of text is related to decoding skills and fluency. Participants
were 317 children in second, third and fourth grade of two public
primary schools in the city of Cordoba. The results are discussed
based on current models of reading.
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