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were designed, each consisting of a text and questions 
about it with multiple choice. For normative data, these 
tests were applied to 360 adult subjects without brain 
injury, native Spanish speakers, from different age and 
education. Results: We obtained the means of per-
formance on each test and average time on tests of 
reading comprehension, according to each group of 
age and education. Differences were observed be-
tween groups in scores and times. We have obtained a 
tool that allows us to assess reading comprehension in 
adult subjects and avoid the reading assessment tasks 
to be reduced only at decoding.
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RESUMEN
Introducción: La ironía y el sarcasmo constituyen dos 
formas de lenguaje no literal ampliamente utilizadas en 
la vida cotidiana, dado que contribuyen a que el criticis-
mo de un sujeto se perciba de manera más política y 
menos agresiva que en formas directas del lenguaje. 
Los lesionados del hemisferio derecho (LHD) pueden 
presentar alteraciones en las habilidades pragmáticas, 
entre las que se encuentra la del procesamiento de ex-
presiones no literales, tales como la ironía y el sarcas-
mo. Objetivo: Analizar el rendimiento de pacientes LHD 
y sujetos sin lesión en una prueba de evaluación de la 
comprensión de expresiones irónicas y sarcásticas es-
pecialmente diseñada. Método: Se diseñó una prueba 
de evaluación de la comprensión de expresiones iróni-
cas y sarcásticas constituida por 40 estímulos. Fueron 
evaluados con dicha prueba 5 pacientes LHD y 5 suje-
tos sin lesión y se comparó el rendimiento de ambos 
grupos. Resultados: Se encontraron diferencias signifi-
cativas en el rendimiento de pacientes y controles en la 
prueba utilizada. Conclusión: Las diferencias en el ren-
dimiento de ambos grupos sugieren que la prueba es 
útil para discriminar entre casos y controles. Resulta im-
portante considerar la comprensión de expresiones iró-
nicas y sarcásticas en la evaluación de pacientes LHD.

Palabras clave
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ABSTRACT
RIGHT HEMISPHERE DAMAGED PATIENTS 
ASSESSMENT WITH A TEST OF IRONIC AND 
SARCASTIC STATEMENTS COMPREHENSION.
Introduction: Irony and sarcasm are two forms of nonlit-
eral language widely used in everyday life, since they 
contribute to the criticism of a subject is perceived more 
polite and less aggressive than in direct forms of lan-
guage. Right hemisphere damaged patients (RHD) may 
present disorders in pragmatic skills, among which is 
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the processing of non-literal expressions, such as irony 
and sarcasm. Aim: Analyze the performance of RHD 
patients and subjects without injury in a test of ironic and 
sarcastic statements comprehension, specially de-
signed. Method: A test of ironic and sarcastic state-
ments comprehension consisting of 40 items was de-
signed. Were evaluated with the test 5 RHD patients 
and 5 subjects without injury. The performances of both 
groups were compared. Results: Significant differences 
in the performance of patients and controls in the test 
used were found. Conclusion: Differences in the per-
formance of both groups suggest that the test is useful 
to discriminate between cases and controls. It is impor-
tant to consider the comprehension of ironic and sarcas-
tic expressions in the evaluation of RHD patients.
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