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RESUMEN

Lograr analizar y comprender el problema de la agresi-
vidad infantil es indispensable para poder minimizar sus
riesgos y promover el desarrollo 6ptimo de los nifios. El
objetivo del presente estudio fue contar con un instru-
mento de auto-informe que permitiera medir agresivi-
dad directa y relacional en nifios. Para esto, se adapt6
al espanol la Escala de Agresion construida por Little,
Jones, Henrich y Hawley (2003) y se analizaron sus
propiedades psicométricas en una muestra piloto de
141 nifios argentinos de entre 10 y 13 afios de edad,
pertenecientes a escuelas de Capital Federal. La con-
sistencia interna de la escala fue satisfactoria (?=.853).
Los 27 items de la versién final demostraron un buen
poder discriminativo, y se agruparon en dos factores:
agresividad relacional y agresividad directa fisica y ver-
bal, los cuales explicaron el 35,64% de la variancia to-
tal. Se exploro la validez convergente de la prueba exa-
minando su relacion con la escala de Agresividad Fisi-
ca y Verbal (AFV) de Caprara y Pastorelli (1993), obte-
niéndose resultados satisfactorios. Los varones en-
cuestados obtuvieron mayores puntajes en agresividad
directa, en comparacion a las nifias. Sin embargo, am-
bos sexos obtuvieron puntajes similares en agresividad
relacional. Actualmente la escala esta siendo evaluada
en una muestra mas amplia.
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ABSTRACT

ADAPTATION OF A PHYSICAL, VERBAL AND
RELATIONAL AGGRESSION SCALE FOR
ARGENTINEAN CHILDREN

To analyze and understand the problem of childhood ag-
gression is essential to perform effective interventions
and minimize its negative effects. The main goal of the
present study was to obtain a reliable self-report instru-
ment to measure direct and indirect aggression in chil-
dren. With this purpose in mind, we adapted and translat-
ed into Spanish the Aggression Scale developed by Little,
Jones, Henrich and Hawley (2003). The psychometric
properties of the scale were assessed in a pilot sample of
141 Argentinean children aged 10 to 13. The internal con-

sistency of the instrument was satisfactory (?=.853) and
all the items showed a high discriminative power. The
preliminary version of the questionnaire is a 27-item scale
that comprises two dimensions of aggression: physical
and verbal aggression, and relational aggression. These
dimensions explained 35.64% of total variance. In addi-
tion, convergent validity was supported with the Physical
and Verbal Aggression Scale developed by Caprara and
Pastorelli (1993). Sex differences were assessed in both
scales: boys obtained higher scores in physical and ver-
bal aggression, but no sex differences were found in rela-
tional aggression. At present, the scale is being evaluat-
ed in a larger sample of children to improve its psycho-
metric properties.
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