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NEUROSIS OBSESIVA Y MELANCOLIA.
LA PERSPECTIVA DE K. ABRAHAM

Maugeri, Nicolas
Universidad Nacional de La Plata. Argentina

Resumen

El objetivo del presente trabajo es realizar una revision de la pers-
pectiva de Karl Abraham acerca de la neurosis obsesiva y la melan-
colia. Tomando como premisa las afinidades clinicas entre ambas
se examinan dos de sus hipétesis acerca tanto de sus comunidades
como de sus diferencias. La primera, reline ambas afecciones a
partir de la represion del componente sadico de la libido, mientras
que las separa en la medida en que la neurosis obsesiva recurre
posteriormente a la sustitucion, en tanto que la melancolia lo hace
a la proyeccion. La segunda, cuyo antecedente situamos en una
viva discusion epistolar con Freud acerca del manuscrito de Duelo
y Melancolia afios antes, vincula ambas estructuras a partir de una
fijacion al mismo estadio de evolucion libidinal, el sadico-anal. Pero
una diferenciacion en el interior de éste y la regresion a la fase oral
operada en la melancolia permite separarlas. Se establece a modo
de conclusion que el autor sostiene a propdsito de la relacion entre
obsesion y melancolia una perspectiva continuista basada en un
modelo evolutivo, a pesar de seguir de cerca las elaboraciones de
Freud, quien opone ambas estructuras en el marco de una radical
distincion entre neurosis y psicosis.
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Abstract

OBSESSIVE NEUROSIS AND MELANCHOLY. KARL ABRAHAM’S
PERSPECTIVE

The aim of this work is to make a revision of Karl Abraham’s per-
spective about obsessive neurosis and melancholy. Starting from
the premise that there is a clinical affinity between them, two of his
hypothesis regarding to their resemblances and their differences
are examined. The first one, puts both affections together due to the
repression of the sadistic libidinal component, whereas it separates
them in the point that obsessive neurosis resorts afterward to sub-
stitution, and melancholy to projection. The second, of which there
is an antecedent in a fervent discussion through an exchange of let-
ters with Freud about the manuscript “Mourning and melancholia”
few years before, connects these structures considering their libidi-
nal fixation at the same point, the anal-sadistic stage. However, the
existence of a differentiation inside of it and regression to oral stage
in melancholy allows him to separate them. It can be concluded
that, concerning the relation between obsessive neurosis and mel-
ancholy, the author argues a continuist perspective based on a
developmental approach, even though he follows closely Freud’s
statements, who opposes both structures in the framework of a
radical distinction between neurosis and psychosis.
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