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DEL INVENTARIO BALANGCEADO DE RESPUESTA
DESEABLE EN INFRACTORES DE LA LEY PENAL

Crespi, Melina

Facultad de Psicologia, Universidad de Buenos Aires. Argentina

RESUMEN

La Deseabilidad Social constituye uno de los estilos de respues-
ta mas estudiado en el marco de la evaluacion psicoldgica en di-
versos contextos. Particularmente en el ambito penitenciario, los
sujetos privados de libertad son evaluados con diversos fines: cla-
sificacion, deteccion de psicopatologia, libertad condicional, entre
otros. Debido a que pueden desear un resultado especifico en estas
evaluaciones, la medicion de la Deseabilidad Social constituye un
aspecto de suma relevancia, a fin de optimizar la validez de la in-
formacion obtenida. El objetivo de este estudio ha sido evaluar las
propiedades psicométricas del Inventario Balanceado de Respuesta
Deseable BIDR-6 (Paulhus, 1988; Adaptacion Mikulic, 2009) para
su aplicacion en infractores de la ley penal. Participaron 102 suje-
tos detenidos en Unidades de la Provincia de Buenos Aires; y 100
sujetos sin antecedentes delictivos, homologados por edad y nivel
educativo. Se evidencid la existencia de dos factores interpretables
(Autoengafo y Manejo de Impresion), con una consistencia interna
aceptable en cada caso. Los infractores de la ley penal presentaron
puntuaciones medias significativamente mas elevadas en dichos
factores en comparacion con los no infractores. Se resalta la uti-
lidad del BIDR-6 como una herramienta de evaluacion adecuada
para su uso en contexto penitenciario.
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ABSTRACT

SOCIAL DESIRABILITY: PSYCHOMETRIC PROPERTIES OF THE BA-
LANCED INVENTORY OF DESIRABLE RESPONSE IN ADULTS IN
OFFENDERS

Social Desirability is one of the most studied response styles in
different contexts of psychological assessment. Particularly in the
penitentiary context, prisoners are evaluated for several purposes:
classification, detection of psychopathology, probation, among
others. Given that a specific result may be expected from the eva-
luations, the measurement of Social Desirability is an extremely
important aspect, in order to optimize the validity of the information
obtained, especially from the use of self-report tests. In this study,
the psychometric properties of the Balanced Inventory of Desira-
ble Response- BIDR-6 (Paulhus, 1988, Adaptation Mikulic, 2009)
were evaluated for its application in offenders. The instrument was
applied to an intentional sample of 102 inmates from Correctional
Units of the Province of Buenos Aires; and to 100 non-delinquent

adults, with equivalent age distribution and educational level. It was
evidenced the existence of two interpretable factors (Self-deception
and Print Management), with an acceptable internal consistency in
each case. The offenders had significantly higher mean scores on
these scales compared to non-offenders. These findings highlight
the usefulness of BIDR-6 as an adequate evaluation tool for its use
in penitentiary context.
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