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Resumen

El cinismo politico se refiere al grado de afecto negativo hacia el
gobierno, al creerse que éste no esta funcionando ni respondiendo
adecuadamente a un conjunto de expectativas politicas (Miller, 1974).
El constructo refleja una dinamica de relacién entre gobernantes y
gobernados que involucra sentimientos de desconfianza hacia la
politica, los politicos y las instituciones gubernamentales (Fu, Mou,
Miller & Jalette, 2011). La falta de involucramiento y baja participacion
en asuntos politico vendrian a ser caracteristicas distintivas de
individuos cinicos, por lo que resulta de interés analizar como se
desarrolla dicho proceso psicoldgico en una comunidad rural de
la costa norte peruana donde se han identificado con anterioridad
problemas de organizacion de base y participacion comunitaria (La
Barrera, Espinosa, Cueto & Ferrandiz, 2102). La comunidad donde
se realiz6 el estudio cuenta con aproximadamente 200 viviendas
donde se contactaron 82 participantes. Los resultados muestran
que el cinismo politico se asocia inversamente a indicadores de
participacion comunitaria como la cohesion social, r=-.22, p<.05; la
identificacion con la comunidad, r=-.31, p<.001 y la percepcion de
solidaridad en la comunidad, r=-.30, p<.001. Esto permite concluir
que el cinismo politico debilita la dindmica de relaciones al interior
de la comunidad.
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Abstract

POLITICAL CYNICISM AND ITS RELATION TO IDENTIFICATION AND
PARTICIPATION IN A RURAL COMMUNITY OF THE NORTHERN COAST
OF PERU

The political cynicism is referred to the degree of negative affect
towards the government, when thinking that it is not working nor
responding suitably to a set of political expectations (Miller, 1974).
This concept reflects the dynamics of relation between those who
govern and those who are governed, and involves feelings of distrust
towards the governmental policies, politicians and institutions (Fu,
Mou, Miller & Jalette, 2011). Lack of involvement and low political
participation would come to be a distinguishing characteristic of
cynical individuals; therefore, it turns out to be an appealing topic
to analyze how this psychological process takes place in a rural

community where social organization problems and communitarian
participation have been identified previously (La Barrera, Espinosa,
Cueto & Ferrandiz, 2102). The community where the study was
conducted involved approximately 200 houses and where 82
participants. The results show that the political cynicism is inversely
associated to indicators of communitarian participation like the social
cohesion, r=-.22, p< .05; the identification with the community, r=-
.31, p<.001 and the perception of solidarity in the community, r=-.30,
p< .001. This allows concluding that the political cynicism debilitates
the dynamics of relations within the community.
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