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RESUMEN

MUJERES HISTERICAS DESDE EL CAMPO DE LA MEDICINA
RIOPLATENSE A FINES DEL SIGLO XIX (1877-1888)

Conforte, Anna

CONICET - Universidad de Buenos Aires. Facultad de Psicologia. Argentina

RESUMEN

Durante la segunda mitad del siglo XIX, Argentina fue protagonis-
ta de una gran metamorfosis. Mientras se organizaba el Estado
Argentino, la Capital Bonaerense se constituy6é como la mas rica
del pais y el flujo de inmigrantes europeos fue caudaloso. Dentro
del vasto proceso de modernizacion, frente a la necesidad de
nuevos discursos y dispositivos capaces de organizar la pobla-
cion creciente, tomd lugar la consolidacion de la medicina argen-
tina (Nouzeilles, 2000; Pita, 2007). Para encargarse de garantizar
cierto orden poblacional, los representantes de la medicina local
organizaron una serie de saberes y regimenes en torno a nuevas
modalidades de sufrimiento. De entre las diversas afecciones de
aquella época hubo una —casi exclusiva de la condicion feme-
nina- que adquirié gran protagonismo: la histeria. El objetivo de
este trabajo es realizar un analisis de los distintos abordajes mé-
dicos de dicha patologia en Buenos Aires a fines de siglo. Se pre-
tende poner de relieve el rol que los galenos tuvieron en afianzar
determinadas representaciones sobre la mujer, ya sea desde sus
mas tempranos casos y esbozos tedricos (ya tratados en otra
presentacion) , como desde sus largas tesis escritas desde los
avances de las ciencias del sistema nervioso.
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ABSTRACT

HYSTERICAL WOMEN FROM THE ‘RIOPLATENSE’ MEDICINE FIELD
DURING THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY (1877-1888)

During the second half of the 19th century, Argentina was the
protagonist of a great metamorphosis. While the Argentine State
was being organized, the Buenos Aires Capital was constituted
as the richest in the country and the flow of European immi-
grants was plentiful. Within the vast process of modernization,
faced with the need for new discourses and devices capable
of organizing the growing population, the consolidation of the
Argentine medicine took place (Nouzeilles, 2000, Pita, 2007). In
order to ensure a certain population order, the representatives of
the local medicine field organized a series of knowledge and re-
gimes around new forms of ‘suffering’. Among the various affec-
tions of that time there was one -almost exclusive of the female
condition- that acquired big prominence: hysteria. The objective
of this paper is to develop an analysis of the different medical
approaches of this pathology in Buenos Aires at the end of the

century. It is intended to highlight the role that the doctors had in
strengthening certain representations about women, either from
their earliest cases and theoretical sketches (already treated in
another presentation), as well as from their long theses written
from the nervous system sciences developments.
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