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Two languages, one community:
An Examination of educational
opportunities

Santa Barbara Classroom Discourse Group'
(Ana Floriani, Ana Inés Heras, Maria Franquiz,
Beth Yeager, Louise Jennings,

Judith Green, and Carol Dixon)
Graduate School of Education
University of California, Santa Barbara

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to build an argument for under-
standing the patterns of life in classrooms as a process of commu-
nity construction. We argue that a form of community is constructed
in all classrooms through the actions and interactions, norms and
expectations, and roles and relationships that are negotiated and
established by members as they affiliate over time. The types of
communities that are constructed constrain or support the develop-
ment of repertoires of possible actions that students might take, how
students might display knowledge, and how they might view
themselves as learners. In the bilingual sixth grade which formed
the basis for the study described in this paper, this concerted activity
led to the construction of one community with two languages, a

' The team of authors writing this project is composed of members of the re-

search team in this classroom, the sixth grade teacher, and members of research teams
engaged in concurrent studies in other classrooms. Other members of the research
team, the students and the other participants in the class, are not recognized by name,
but their contributions to the writing of this paper are visible in the representations of
the life they have written together in the classroom and in excerpts from some of their
writings. Order of authorship is not indicative of contribution. This research was fund-
cd by the California Writing Project. Publication under the Santa Barbara Classroom
Discourse Group is a deliberate action to represent this community endeavor.



