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tives on the processes of social change from the standpoint of household 
archaeology.

This volume develops new theoretical and methodological approaches to 
the archaeology of households pursuing three critical themes: household di-
versity in human residential communities with and without archaeologically 
identifiable houses, interactions within and between households that explic-
itly consider impacts of kin and non-kin relationships, and lastly change as 
a process that involves the choices made by members of households in the 
context of larger societal constraints. Encompassing these themes, authors 
explore the role of social ties and their material manifestations (within the 
house, dwelling, or other constructed space), how the household relates to 
other social units, how households consolidate power and control over re-
sources, and how these changes manifest at multiple scales. The case studies 
presented in this volume have broader implications for understanding the 
drivers of change, the ways households create the contexts for change, and 
how households serve as spaces for invention, reaction, and/or resistance. 
Understanding the nature of relationships within households is necessary 
for a more complete understanding of communities and regions as these ties 
are vital to explaining how and why societies change.

Taking a comparative outlook, with case studies from around the world, 
this volume will inform students and professionals researching household 
archaeology and be of interest to other disciplines concerned with the rela-
tionship between social networks and societal change.

Lacey B. Carpenter is Visiting Assistant Professor in the Anthropology De-
partment at Hamilton College and a Research Associate at the American 
Museum of Natural History.

Anna Marie Prentiss is Regents Professor of Anthropology at the University 
of Montana.

COMP: PE: 
“considers” has 
been changed 
as “consider” 
here. Please 
confirm if this 
fine.

PE: Serial 
commas are 
added for 
consistency in 
the blurb page 
and FM. Please 
confirm.



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

nPersistent Questions of the Past 
The Hamilton College Winslow Lectureship Series in 
Archaeology
Series Editors: Nathan Goodale and Colin P. Quinn

Persistent Questions of the Past is designed to foster transformative ar-
chaeological research through intensive collaboration and exploration of 
persistent questions from a global perspective. The series addresses impor-
tant questions relevant to archaeologists no matter their regional or meth-
odological specialty, on themes that remain central for understanding the  
human experience today.

Each volume is developed through a multiday workshop at Hamilton 
College where scholars focused exclusively on the issue at hand and were 
provided the opportunity to engage in critical reflection of key concepts and 
assumptions and to generate new insights into the past that reflect upon 
issues of global significance. Persistent Questions of the Past, published by 
Routledge, is supported by the Winslow Lectureship Series at Hamilton 
College.

The following list includes only the most recent titles to publish within 
the series. A list of the full catalogue of titles is available at: www.routledge.
com/Persistent-Questions-of-the-Past/book-series/PQP

Archaeology of Households, Kinship, and Social Change
Edited by Lacey B. Carpenter and Anna Marie Prentiss



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

nArchaeology of Households, 
Kinship, and Social Change

Edited by  
Lacey B. Carpenter and  
Anna Marie Prentiss



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

nFirst published 2022
by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN

and by Routledge
605 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10158

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business

© 2022 selection and editorial matter, Lacey B. Carpenter and Anna 
Marie Prentiss; individual chapters, the contributors

The right of Lacey B. Carpenter and Anna Marie Prentiss to be 
identified as the authors of the editorial material, and of the authors 
for their individual chapters, has been asserted in accordance with 
sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or 
reproduced or utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, 
or other means, now known or hereafter invented, including 
photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or 
retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks 
or registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and 
explanation without intent to infringe.

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
A catalog record has been requested for this book

ISBN: 978-0-367-62419-4 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-0-367-62421-7 (pbk)
ISBN: 978-1-003-10936-5 (ebk)

DOI: 10.4324/9781003109365

Typeset in Times New Roman 
by codeMantra



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

n

List of figures	 vii
List of tables	 xiii
List of contributors	 xv
Acknowledgment	 xvii

	 1	 Introduction: global comparative approaches to households and 
change in past societies	 1
LACEY B. CA R PEN TER A N D A N NA M A RIE PREN TISS

	 2	 Perspectives: households as assemblages	 18
J U LI Á N SA LA Z A R, THOM AS J.  PLUCK H A H N, A N D  
J EN N IFER G. K A H N

	 3	 Pottery, social memory, and household cooperation in the 
Woodland-period Southeast U.S.	 27
THOM AS J.  PLUCK H A H N A N D N EILL J.  WA LLIS

	 4	 Household dynamics and the reproduction of early village 
societies in Northwest Argentina (200 BC–AD 850)	 53
J U LI Á N SA LA Z A R

	 5	 Houses of power: community houses and specialized houses as 
markers of social complexity in the pre-contact Society Island 
chiefdoms	 82
J EN N IFER G. K A H N

	 6	 Perspectives: situating households within broader networks	 111
COLI N P.  QU I N N, DON NA M. GLOWACK I, CA RL J.  W EN DT, A N D 
NATH A N G OODA LE

	 7	 Mitigating stress through organizational change in a 13th-
century Mesa Verde Alcove village	 121
DON NA M. GLOWACK I A N D K AY E . BA RN ET T

Contents



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

n

vi  Contents

	 8	 Collective action, cooperation, and Olmec sociopolitical 
organization: a household archaeology approach	 145
CA RL J.  W EN DT

	 9	 Monumentality of houses: collective action, inequality, and 
kinship in pithouse construction	 177
NATH A N G OODA LE , COLI N P.  QU I N N, A N D A LISSA NAU M A N

	10	 Perspectives: household-centered approaches to 
transformative change	 204
LACEY B. CA R PEN TER, CH A RLES S.  SPENCER, ELSA M. 
REDMON D, A N D CASEY R. BA R RIER

	11	 The persistence of sedentism throughout Cahokia’s urban 
moment: historical materialism and insights into the dominant 
built form	 217
CASEY R. BA R RIER

	12	 The spaces and networks between households	 245
I A N KU IJ T

	13	 Changes in household organization and the development of 
Classic period Mimbres pueblos	 272
BA RBA R A J.  ROTH

	14	 New roles, new rules: Elite residence, succession to public 
office, and political evolution in Oaxaca	 293
CH A RLES S.  SPENCER A N D ELSA M. REDMON D

	15	 Conclusion: reflections and implications	 323
A N NA M A RIE PREN TISS A N D LACEY B. CA R PEN TER

Index	 351



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

nFigures

	 2.1	 The contemporary household assemblage	 19
	 2.2	 The archaeological household assemblage	 20
	 3.1	 Map of the study area showing the locations of sites and 

the distributions of pottery types mentioned in the text	 29
	 3.2	 Comparison of domestic structures from the late middle/

early late Woodland (left) and terminal late Woodland 
(right) at Kolomoki	 31

	 3.3	 Illustrations of Swift Creek and Weeden Island 
vessels (from Sears 1956:58–65). Top row: Swift Creek, 
complicated stamped; middle row: Weeden Island, incised 
and punctated; bottom row: Weeden Island effigy vessels. 
(From Excavations and Kolomoki: Final Report by 
William H. Sears, 1956)	 32

	 3.4	 Swift Creek complicated stamped (top) and Weeden Island 
zoned red-filmed (with incisions and punctations) sherds 
from Kolomoki	 32

	 3.5	 Comparison of the village plans for Garden Patch, 
Kolomoki, and McKeithen	 34

	 3.6	 Connections between sites in our study area based on 
matching Swift Creek paddle designs	 38

	 3.7	 Illustration of pottery movement from Kolomoki to 
Garden Patch, based on matching paddle designs and 
sourcing studies	 39

	 4.1	 Assemblages are multiscalar working arrangements, 
composed of relationships between different elements. 
In this scheme, a few key concepts are displayed. 
Assemblages (household, being one of them) are joint by 
T: territorialization. The destabilization forces of these 
arrangements are DT: deterritorialization process. The 
process of rearrangement in a new assemblage is RT: 
reterritorialization. Any component is, at the same time, 
composed of other assemblages and could be part of larger 
assemblages. The multiscalar nature of assemblage is not 



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

n

viii  Figures

as in a nested hierarchy, but as partial overlays in a  
Venn Diagram	 56

	 4.2	 Regional map showing the main sites included in this 
chapter. Anfama basin: MQ: Mortero Quebrado; ES: El 
Sunchal. La Ciénega ravine: EP: El Pedregal. Tafí valley: 
LB: La Bolsa; ET: El Tolar; SC: Santa Cruz; CV: Casas 
Viejas; RLP: Río La Puerta. Los Corrales ravine: PV: 
Puesto Viejo. Yocavil valley: Cas: Caspinchango	 62

	 4.3	 El Pedregal, an early village of Northwest Argentina 
inhabited during the first millennium of Christian Era 
(Cremonte 1988). Top: drone image courtesy of V. Franco 
Salvi. Bottom: archaeological map of the clustered settlement	 64

	 4.4	 House cluster MQ-U2.  This structure represents the 
dwelling pattern repeated in several early village sites of 
the region. It is formed by several circular rooms attached 
to a central and larger patio	 66

	 4.5	 Burial cist located in the central patio of the house cluster 
LB1-U14, Tafí valley. The stone-walled chamber had three 
layers showing that the burial was itself an assemblage of 
several objects and corpses in continuous relations with 
house inhabitants	 68

	 4.6	 (Burial?) Chamber carved in the sandstone, in the central 
patio courtyard of MQ-U4, Anfama basin. Despite no 
human remain was found, this chamber resembles the 
domestic burial cists and showed a particular deposit of 
fragments of a large gray pottery urn, whole metates and 
manos within a clayish and burnt sediment matrix	 70

	 5.1	 Historic engraving of an early post-contact meeting 
house (Fare Manihini), Hall, John and Hawkesworth, 
John. (1773). [Capt. Samuel Wallis of HMS Dolphin being 
received by the Queen of Otaheite, July 1767] Retrieved 
October 28, 2019, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-135762833	 91

	 5.2	 Plan view of ScMo-120, Tupauruuru district, ‘Opunohu  
Valley	 92

	 5.3	 Plan view of ScMo-294 found within Zone A, Amehiti 
District, ‘Opunohu Valley	 93

	 5.4	 Plan view of Site -52, VAV-2, Faʻaroa Valley, Raiʻatea	 95
	 5.5	 ‘Opunohu Valley base map	 98
	 5.6	 Visual network graph of ‘Opunohu Valley neighborhoods 

and access to local and nonlocal stone tools	 101
	 7.1	 The geographic location of Spruce Tree House. Figure 

drafted by Sean Field and Donna M. Glowacki	 125
	 7.2	 Comparison of Pueblo village layout with linear 

roomblocks (Park Mesa Village) and aggregated 
roomblocks (34-plex village). Figure drafted by Sean Field	 127



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

n

Figures  ix

	 7.3	 Plan view of Spruce Tree House with referenced kivas and 
rooms labeled. Figure drafted by Donna M. Glowacki 
following Fewkes’ (1909) base map	 129

	 7.4	 Spruce Tree House through time showing growth by 
phases. Figure drafted by Eric Carlson	 131

	 8.1	 Map of the central portion of the Olmec Heartland 
(Olman) showing the sites mentioned in the text and 
bitumen seeps. Drawing by Carl J. Wendt (based on 
INEGI 1:50,000 sheets E15A84-A86, E15C14-16, and  
E15C24-26)	 145

	 8.2	 Colossal Head 10 (approximately 8 tons) and throne (24 
tons) from San Lorenzo. Colossal Head 10 (Monument 
89) measures 1.8  m tall, 1.43  m wide, and 0.92  m deep 
(Cyphers 2004:154). Monument 14 (throne) measures 
1.83  m tall, 3.48  m wide, and 1.52  m deep (Cyphers 
2004:70). Photographs by Carl J. Wendt	 146

	 8.3	 The San Lorenzo region. Drawing by Carl J. Wendt (based 
on INEGI 1:50,000 sheets E15C14, E15C15, E15C24,  
and E15C25)	 150

	 8.4	 San Lorenzo plateau/mesa showing locations of excavation 
areas mentioned in the text, colossal heads, and possible 
open areas determined by an auger testing program 
(Arieta Baizabal and Cyphers 2017; Cyphers and Murtha 
2014). Base map adapted from Coe and Diehl 1980a: Maps 
1 and 2 and modified by Carl J. Wendt	 156

	 8.5	 Interpretive map of El Remolino’s spatial layout. Drawing 
by Carl J. Wendt	 158

	 8.6	 Bitumen pit feature from Paso los Ortices—Texistepec. 
Photograph by Carl J. Wendt	 162

	 9.1	 Map of the interior Pacific Northwest and location of 
the Slocan Narrows (DkQi-1, DkQi-2, and DkQi-17) and 
Vallican (DjQj-1) sites in the Upper Columbia area	 178

	 9.2	 LiDAR image of the Slocan Narrows site with site 
boundaries (DkQi-1, DkQi-2, and DkQi-17)	 186

	 9.3	 Sinixt members and local community volunteers engaged 
in pithouse construction during the fall of 2010	 187

	 9.4	 The pithouse at Vallican under construction. Note the 
large debarked cedar log superstructure and the trenches 
dug to add additional air ventilation	 188

	 9.5	 LiDAR image of the Slocan Narrows site coded pithouse 
period of occupation	 190

	 9.6	 Artist reconstruction of HP9 at Slocan Narrows. HP9 is 
a small house measuring 8 m in diameter with cultural 
materials that demonstrate domestic activities. Artist, Eric 
S. Carlson	 191



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

n

x  Figures

	 9.7	 House clusters at Slocan Narrows through time. Numbers 
equate to the mean14C date	 193

	 9.8	 Bayesian Model of the Slocan Narrows occupational 
history by house cluster	 194

	 9.9	 The completed pithouse at Vallican with side entrance 
(left) and Sinixt elder (SmaɁmɁim) Marilyn James engaging 
field school students in storytelling within  
the pithouse	 195

	11.1	 Map of various sites in the American Bottom, USA	 220
	11.2	 American Bottom chronology (adapted from Barrier 

2017:Figure 3)	 221
	11.3	 Top: schematic of a Cahokia-region wall post structure 

(adapted from Alt and Pauketat 2011:Figure 3). Bottom: 
simplified profile drawing of a wall post structure (adapted 
from Barrier 2017:Figure 5)	 222

	11.4	 Examples of post-900 AD courtyard groups in the 
Cahokia region: (A) basin structures surrounding the 
central non-basin wall post structure, (B) basin structures 
surrounding four pits and a standing post, (C) basin 
structures surrounding standing posts (adapted from Kelly 
2000:Figure 7.3)	 224

	11.5	 Map of the early 11th-century Washausen site. Black 
features are probable and known basin structures. A, 
B, and C are earthen mounds. Outer box marks extent 
of geophysical survey (Figure from Barrier, Casey R., 
and Timothy J. Horsley [2014], Shifting Communities: 
Demographic Profiles of Early Village Population Growth 
and Decline in the Central American Bottom. American 
Antiquity 79[2]: 295–313, reproduced with permission)	 227

	12.1	 Reconstructed representative rectangular residential 
structures seen at Aşikli Höyük, Turkey (Photo: Ian  
Kuijt 2018)	 249

	12.2	 Display elaboration and burial concentrations, rooms 7, 
7/14, 14, 16, Level VIB, South Area, Çatalhöyük, Turkey. 
Rooms 7 and 14 are connected via passageway 7/14 with 
two doors. Room 16 is a storage room with multiple clay 
food-storage features. Fire hearths are noted in red, with 
blue denoting area of high burial frequency and absence of 
display elaboration and pink denoting area where display 
elaboration was constructed (From Kuijt 2018, based on 
Düring and Marciniak 2005:Figure 7; Mellaart 1967)	 251

	12.3	 Mortuary spatial kinship of households. Çatalhöyük Level 
VIB (Modified from Kuijt 2018)	 255

	12.4	 Hypothetical burial pathway showing the spatial linkages 
of the residence of deceased household members and 
household burial buildings among coexisting households 



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

n

Figures  xi

within a village (this is loosely modeled on Kuijt’s [2018] 
exploration of Çatalhöyük Level VIB). This illustration 
models conceptual burial pathways between buildings. It 
is consistent with data from Çatalhöyük that demonstrate 
that around 80% of villagers were buried in a different 
building from where they resided and that perhaps 
only 10% of the Çatalhöyük buildings were used for 
concentrated burial of household members. It should be 
noted that the patterns observed at Çatalhöyük practices 
appear to be very different from earlier Neolithic sites, 
such as Çayönü, Nevalı Çori, or Göbekli Tepe	 257

	12.5	 Hypothetical burial kinship pathways of the deceased 
from their residence to pre-identified burial building 
between different contemporary building clusters, such as 
with Çatalhöyük Level VIB. Red-dashed circles represent 
contemporary building clusters, and green arrows 
represent the movement of the deceased from where they 
lived to the building where they were buried	 259

	12.6	 Relationship between increases in the scale of the 
community and the potential transition from single-node 
highly centralized to multi-node decentralized social 
networks from the Epipaleolithic through Neolithic 
periods in Central Anatolia	 262

	13.1	 Map of Mimbres region and sites discussed in this chapter	 275
	13.2	 Harris site map	 279
	13.3	 Elk Ridge site map	 282
	13.4	 Elk Ridge Room 115/111 over Pithouse Room 116.	 283
	14.1	 The Valley of Oaxaca, showing major archaeological sites 

and three sites in the locality of San Martín Tilcajete: El 
Mogote (SMT-11a), El Palenque (SMT-11b), and Cerro 
Tilcajete (SMT-23)	 294

	14.2	 Topographic map of the El Mogote site (SMT-11a), 
showing the plaza, lettered buildings, and numbered 
surface collection squares; contour line elevations 
are relative to the overall site datum of 0.0  m, which 
corresponds to an elevation above sea level of  
1,607 m.a.s.l	 301

	14.3	 Topographic map of the El Palenque site (SMT-11b), 
showing the plaza, lettered buildings, and numbered 
surface collection squares; contour line elevations are 
relative to the overall site datum 0.0  m, which corresponds 
to an elevation above sea level of 1,607 m.a.s.l	 302

	14.4	 The plaza area of El Palenque, showing the diverse array 
of public/institutional buildings that were constructed 
during the Late Monte Albán I phase. On the plaza’s north 
side was the El Palenque palace complex (Buildings H 



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

n

xii  Figures

and I), while on the east side lay the El Palenque temple 
precinct (Buildings A, B, C, D, and G). Other public/
institutional constructions include Building J and Building 
K, a possible ballcourt in the center of the plaza	 303

	14.5	 Figurines from El Mogote: (A) female head; (B) female 
torso; (C) male head, possibly a ballplayer. Figurines from 
El Palenque: (D) male head; (E) female torso, possibly 
pregnant; (F) male head, possible warrior/ballplayer	 304

	14.6	 Beverly Chiñas’s model of traditional Isthmus Zapotec 
society, showing the relationships among formalized 
versus nonformalized roles, public versus private domains, 
and male versus female participation in role performance 
(adapted from Chiñas 1973:Figure 8-1)	 313

	15.1	 Map of the Mid-Fraser Canyon area, British Columbia, 
showing the distribution of archaeological sites. Map by 
Michael Wanzenried	 327

	15.2	 Map of the Bridge River site illustrating occupation 
patterns coded on a house-by-house basis by time period. 
The map also identifies the location of Housepit 54.  Map 
by Ethan Ryan	 329

	15.3	 Excavation wall profiles from Housepit 54 tied to plan 
maps of individual anthropogenic floors (IIa-IIo). Map by 
Ashley Hampton	 331

	15.4	 Map of the Oaxaca Valley with Formative period 
sites mentioned in the text (redrawn from Spencer and 
Redmond 2004, Figure 1)	 334

	15.5	 Oaxaca house layout schematics (adapted from Winter 
1974, Figure 2)	 337

	15.6	 El Palenque, Area X excavated and unexcavated structures	 339



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

nTables

	 4.1	 Key Concepts of Assemblage Thought, after Delanda 
(2006), Deleuze and Guattari (1988), Harris (2018), Jervis 
(2018), and Olsen (2010)	 54

	 4.2	 Early Village Sites of the Southern Cumbres Calchaquíes 
and North Aconquija Ranges	 74

	 5.1	 Emic Classification of Māohi Houses: Tahitian Terms for 
Residential Structures, Auxiliary Buildings, Specialized- 
Use Structures	 87

	 5.2	 Pre-contact Society Island Cultural Chronology with 
‘Opunohu Valley–Specific Transformations Correlated to 
Regional Archaeological Phases	 88

	 5.3	 Chronology and Site Proxemics for ‘Opunohu Valley and 
Faʻaroa Valley Specialized Houses	 96

	 5.4	 Site Descriptions for Five ‘Opunohu Valley Neighborhoods	 100
	 7.1	 Room and Kiva Counts, Room-to-Kiva Ratios, and 

Growth Rate for Each Phase	 130
	 8.1	 Obsidian Sources by Site/Area, San Lorenzo B Phase 

(1200–1000 cal BC)	 160
	12.1	 Neolithic Social Units, Residency, and Select Material  

Correlates	 247
	14.1	 Chart Showing the Pattern of Multiscalar Change That 

Occurred in Oaxaca during the Transition between the 
Early Monte Albán I Phase (500–300 BC) and the Late 
Monte Albán I Phase (300–100 BC)	 296

	14.2	 Figurine Data from the Authors’ 1995–2014 Excavations at 
El Mogote (Early Monte Albán I Phase) and El Palenque 
(Late Monte Albán I Phase), Showing the Relationship 
between Figurine Gender and Archaeological Context	 315



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

n



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

n

Casey R. Barrier is an Associate Professor in the Department of Anthropol-
ogy. As an archaeologist and historical materialist his research has focused 
on early agricultural societies, sedentism, and political economy. He has 
published in the journals, American Antiquity, Journal of Anthropological  
Archaeology, World Archaeology, Journal of Archaeological Science, and 
others.

Lacey B. Carpenter  is Visiting Assistant Professor in the Anthropology  
Department at Hamilton College and a Research Associate at the Amer-
ican Museum of Natural History. She received her Bachelor’s degree in 
Anthropology from Northwestern University (2010) and her Master’s de-
gree and Ph.D. from the University of Michigan (2013, 2019). Her ongo-
ing archaeological research focuses on daily life and households during a 
time of political transformation in the Oaxaca Valley, Mexico where she 
directed excavations beginning in 2014.

Donna M. Glowacki is an Associate Professor of Anthropology at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, and a long-time research associate of Mesa Verde 
National Park and Crow Canyon Archaeological Center. Her research in 
the Four Corners has focused on the social processes leading to village 
formation, migration, and regional depopulation.

Nathan Goodale is an Associate Professor of Anthropology and Associate 
Dean of Faculty, Anthropology Department. Specializations include 
the archaeology of small-scale hunting and gathering and intermediate 
sedentary societies. Published research includes articles in American An-
tiquity, Journal of Archaeological Science, and Journal of European Ar-
chaeology among others.

Jennifer G. Kahn currently teaches as an Associate Professor of Anthropol-
ogy at the College of William and Mary. She has conducted archaeolog-
ical field research in the Hawaiian Islands, Society Islands, Marquesas 
Islands, and Gambier Islands of Polynesia. Her work considers diverse 
themes including household archaeology and house societies and the or-
igins of social complexity and social inequality.

Ian Kuijt  is an Anthropological Archaeologist and Professor in the De-
partment of Anthropology, University of Notre Dame. His research is 

Contributors



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

n

xvi  Contributors

centered on everyday social and economic life within small-scale vil-
lages, including in prehistoric western North America, the Neolithic of 
Southwest Asia, and most recently, the historic archaeology of post-18th-
century Irish villages.

Thomas J. Pluckhahn  is a Professor of Anthropology at the University of 
South Florida. He earned a Ph.D. in Anthropology from the University 
of Georgia in 2002. His research focuses on the histories of village com-
munities and monumentalism among the Native societies of the Gulf 
Coast of the U.S. Southeast.

Anna Marie Prentiss is Regents Professor of Anthropology at the University 
of Montana. She earned her Ph.D. in the Department of Archaeology 
at Simon Fraser University in 1993 and has been a contributor to the 
professional literature in household archaeology since 2000. Her areas of 
interest include evolutionary theory, household archaeology, lithic tech-
nology, and fisher–hunter–gatherer societies of northern North America.

Colin P. Quinn is an Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Hamilton Col-
lege. In his research, Quinn employs a comparative perspective to exam-
ine the long-term dynamics of social inequality through the intersection 
of political economy, identity, mortuary ritual, material culture signal-
ing, and landscapes.

Dr. Barbara J. Roth  is a Professor in the Department of Anthropology at 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Her research focuses on prehistoric 
cultures in the Southwestern U.S., and her main areas of interest include 
the transition from hunting and gathering to farming, the social changes 
that resulted as groups became more sedentary and agriculturally de-
pendent, and community development in the Mimbres Mogollon region 
of southwestern New Mexico.

Julian Salazar  is associate professor of the Archaeology and Prehistory 
Chair of the Universidad Nacional de Cordoba, Argentina, and re-
searcher of the National Council of Scientific and Technological Re-
searches. His main line of enquiry is household archaeology of South 
Andean pre-Columbian populations and the human-material relation-
ships in quotidian life.

Charles S. Spencer is Curator of Mexican and Central American Archaeol-
ogy in the Division of Anthropology at the American Museum of Natu-
ral History, where he has worked since 1991. Spencer earned his Ph.D. in 
Anthropology at the University of Michigan in 1981 and has conducted 
archaeological fieldwork in Mexico and Venezuela.

Carl J. Wendt  is a Professor of Anthropology and the Coordinator of the  
Archaeology Program in the Division of Anthropology at California 
State University, Fullerton. His research interests include the develop-
ment of social inequality, household archaeology, and Formative period 
Mesoamerica.



T&
F 

Pr
oo

fs
 –

 N
ot

 fo
r D

ist
rib

ut
io

n

Household archaeology has been successfully applied as a descriptive 
tool through which the most basic unit of society could be addressed (e.g., 
Gonlin 2013; Kuijt 2018; Manzanilla 1990; Nash 2009; Nielsen 2001). Fol-
lowing the original idea of Wilk and Rathje (1982), it is commonly proposed 
that “…the household is the most fundamental spatial/activity unit of hu-
man society. It is responsive to social, economic, and political change, and 
it functions as a unit of adaptation” (Douglass and Gonlin 2013:2). Several 
scholars have enhanced interpretations of the past through multiple lines 
of inquiry in household archaeology, focusing on such themes as societal 
trends (Nielsen 2001; Hastorf and D’Altroy 2002; Kuijt, Chapter 12), coop-
eration (Pluckhahn and Wallis, Chapter 3), primary and craft production 
(Hagstrum 2001), gender (Bowser and Patton 2004), inequality and differ-
entiation (Blanton 1995; Spencer and Redmond, Chapter 14), among others.

Nevertheless, I think that concepts of households were restricted to en-
closed building blocks of larger entities with more effective and determinant 
attributes, be they cultures, adaptive systems, or societies. This framework 
could be related to the dominant ontology of society, which supposes that 
without relations of interiority (those necessary and causal relations linking 
parts within a homogeneous organism), a whole cannot have emergent prop-
erties, becoming a mere aggregation of the properties of its components (De 
Landa 2006). By contrast, Harris (2014, 2018) proposed to understand social 
groupings that archaeologists often try to grasp, in terms of assemblages,1 
that is to say, heterogeneous compositions of parts in a permanent state of be-
coming. According to Deleuze (De Landa 2006; Deleuze and Guattari 1988; 
Jervis 2018), the flux of assemblages is defined by movements through which 
component parts are put together, or territorialized, and broken apart due to 
the continuous changes, or deterritorialized (Table 4.1). Deleuze hypothesized 
that the concepts of difference and becoming should have priority over iden-
tity and being; that is an emphasis on experience and emergence rather than 
on a world defined and conceived of in advance (Jervis 2018).

Early village societies (Bandy and Fox 2010) are good settings to revise 
the conceptualization of social groupings and challenge assumptions that 
households, villages, communities, and cultures were functionally integrated 

4	 Household dynamics and 
the reproduction of early 
village societies in Northwest 
Argentina (200 BC–AD 850)
Julián Salazar
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Notes
	 1	 Assemblage is a concept already used in archaeology. For Clarke (1968), an 

assemblage is an associated set of contemporary artifact types. Nevertheless, 
if some resemblance in the relational approach can be noted, this archaeolog-
ical sense is an ordering of materials, whereas here it is a process of gathering 
and implies a shift from seeing archaeological objects or deposits as possessing 
some form of static essence, to view them as always becoming something (Jervis 
2018).

	 2	 New materialisms are theoretical frameworks of archaeological studies, re-
acting against Cartesian dualities in social sciences. The main claim is that 
human beings are not ontologically distinct from other entities and, therefore, 
they should be considered in the same plane of existence. Despite the lack of 
intentions, nonhumans can act (in the sense that they make differences in tra-
jectories) in a way that can be equally effective, less effective, or even more 
effective than human actions guided by intent, depending on the relationships. 
This does not seek to redress the balance between people and things by privi-
leging the material but, instead, places an emphasis on processes of mixing and 
hybridization, seeing agency as emergent from distributed collectives (Jervis 
2018). The application of these ideas offers archaeological research the possi-
bility to fully understand the relevance of objects and material culture in the 
processes under study.
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