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Plausibility bias

Jesus A Andrade, Student, Mexico. Independent.

The article by Gartlehner et al. [1] is interesting because it allows the homeopathic
community to elaborate on potential publication bias in clinical trials of homeopathy.
There are, however, several questionable elements: in the article, and in the
announcement made on the BMJ web, it is concluded that there was a high proportion
of trials not preregistered, but at the same time Gartlehner acknowledges in the press
that over time there has been a substantial improvement in the preregistration of trials
[2]; it is mentioned that homeopaths must improve, but at the same time it is implied that
"homeopathy cannot work".

On the second point, it is worth mentioning that in the article Gartlehner et al cite two
trials, one by Grimes [3] and the other by Grams [4]. These essays are based on a
biased selection of literature and have elementary errors. For example, Grimes says
that Jacques Benveniste's famous study was published in "1987" and that Madaleine
Ennis' work was negative when in fact it was positive [5]. Grimes bases his conclusions
on theoretical claims (a simple calculation of Avogadro's constant) and not on
experimental studies that at the time were available (e.g. [6]). Grams, on the other hand,
only cites some old articles from 1992 and 1993 without mentioning more recent studies

(e.g. [7]).
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