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Abstract 

 

The transition to AI-assisted writing in postgraduate classrooms highlights the 
risk of thesis writers delegating knowledge construction to AI (Kosmyna et al., 
2025), undermining authorial agency and writing's epistemic potential. 
This paper identifies pedagogical conditions for a critical integration of Gemini at 
the end of an 18-month Thesis Writing Seminar within a Master’s program for 
educators. The assignment aimed to improve the literature review section in 
advanced drafts of thesis proposals (Carlino et al, 2026). We examine Gemini 
interaction records, resulting proposal drafts, and the accompanying forum. 
 

Despite frustrations with Gemini’s source retrieval, the process fostered critical 
AI literacy, enabling students to refine their drafts through strategic 
collaboration. On the one hand, this process encouraged a critical stance 
toward machine-generated outputs, highlighting the imperative for conceptual 
and terminological precision when guiding search queries. 
On the other hand, two pedagogical conditions were essential for students to 
effectively leverage AI interactions. First, the Gemini task was assigned at the 
end of the seminar, after students had developed knowledge and experience to 
monitor GAI interactions. Second, the iterative writing of the proposal drafts 
throughout the seminar fostered a sense of intellectual ownership over their 
work. This made students less likely to relinquish their authorial voice. These 
conditions empowered students to prompt the AI and discern novel intertextual 
connections between the literature review and with their specific research 
objectives. 
 

To prevent students from delegating their thinking or uncritically accepting GAI-
generated outputs, certain pedagogical conditions must be established prior to 
GAI integration. Specifically, students must first engage in iterative drafting, 
making deliberate compositional decisions while internalizing textualization 



criteria and rhetorical purposes. This didactic framework empowers students to 
engage in epistemic interactions with AI, enabling them to discern where GenAI 
can provide meaningful contributions (Martínez, 2025; Tate, 2025). 
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