En Student Protests in the Global South. Annotated Sources (1918-2018). Koln
(Alemania): University of Cologne.

Latin America. The Argentine
University Reform of 1918.

Facundo Bey.

Cita:
Facundo Bey (2019). Latin America. The Argentine University Reform of
1918. En Student Protests in the Global South. Annotated Sources
(1918-2018). Koln (Alemania): University of Cologne.

Direccién estable: https://www.aacademica.org/facundo.bey/26

ARK: https://n2t.net/ark:/13683/ptun/OfH

Esta obra esté bajo una licencia de Creative Commons.
@ Para ver una copia de esta licencia, visite
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/deed.es.

Acta Académica es un proyecto académico sin fines de lucro enmarcado en la iniciativa de acceso
abierto. Acta Académica fue creado para facilitar a investigadores de todo el mundo el compartir su
produccidén académica. Para crear un perfil gratuitamente o acceder a otros trabajos visite:
https://www.aacademica.org.



https://www.aacademica.org/facundo.bey/26
https://n2t.net/ark:/13683/ptun/OfH
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/deed.es
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/deed.es

STUDENT PROTESTS IN
THE GLOBAL SOUTH

Annotated sources (1918-2018)

Barbara Potthast, Katharina Schembs (eds.)

e 2

t e —
‘ ‘\"‘Ma; TS y Jvere:
/

Fortnightly Journa) of the Students

FEBRUARY 21, 1953

PRIC




& GLOBAL SOUTH
STUDIES CENTER
COLOGNE

University
of Cologne

Editors
Barbara Potthast,
Katharina Schembs

Layout and Design

Constanze Alpen — Department of Public
Mirjam Utz — Department of Public
Relations & Communication, Faculty of Arts
and Humanities, University of Cologne

Print
Hausdruckerei | Abt.54 | Universitat zu Koln

Publisher
Printed with support of the Global South Studies Center (GSSC) of the University of Cologne

All rights reserved. © 2019
All illustrations have been reproduced
by kind permission of the respective

photographers/copyright holders.

ISBN-Nummer 978-3-9805326-0-0

Editor
University of Cologne
Department of Iberian and Latin American History

Albertus Magnus Platz

D 50923 Kéln

Phone 0049 (0) 221/470 - 5657

Fax 0049 (0) 221/470 — 4996

Email  sekretariat-ihila@uni-koeln.de
Web  http://ihila.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/



ST

UDENT PROTESTS IN

'HE GLOBAL SOUT

Annotated sources (1918-2018)

Barbara Potthast, Katharina Schembs (eds.)




CONTENTS

Vi

Introduction

Barbara Potthast and Katharina Schembs ~— .....................
West Berlin, Paris, Mexico City. How Global

was the Protest Movement of 1967/68?

Aribert ReImann ..
The University Reform and the Student Movements

in Latin America

Valeria Manzano ...
Africa’s 1968: Protests and Uprisings across the Continent
Heike Becker and David Seddon — ....................cccooiiiiiii
South African student protests 1968 to 2016

HEIKE BECKET ...

Sources

ACTOrsS
PRI = V] o<
1.2 Latin AMEriCa oo
1.3South Asia
TAATNCA

P Xet= Yo (=] 0 0 (ol € o Y= £
A I = U0 o<
2.2 Latin AMEIICA  ceeeveeeemcrmrmnsemnsemsrsnssnnssmnssnssenssmnsenns




2.3 SOULN ASIA  eeeeeeeeireerresrrmnrensrenssrnnssrnnssennssenns
N N = R

3. Sociopolitical goals i
I ] =
3.2 Latin AMETICA  wirrrrrerssssssssssssssssssnsnnnmmmnssssssssssssnnenns
3.3 S0Uth ASIa eeererssssssmsrrrerssssssnnr e e e s mnn e e e
R N ol SR

4, Protest FOrms .. e
7 B Y4 [ AN 0 0= =
4.2 SOUth ASIQ eeerrrrrrer e s e e s s e e s s mmmmnnnnnes
B N 1 el R

Appendix
TIMElNE
Chronology of events by region ...
Latin America e,
SOUth ASIa oo
ATFiCa
AUTNOIS




2.2 LATIN AMERICA

The Argentine University Reform of 1918

Facundo Bey

n June 15th, 1918, the University

Reform broke out in Cdérdoba, the

adversaries of which were the conserv-

ative groups and the power of the

Jesuits at the University. During the
1920s and 1930s, the Reform spread first across the
whole country and then throughout Latin America. It
had a number of immediate and well-known, novel
goals: achieving university autonomy, that is to say,
establishing the university’s right to choose its own
government, professors and curriculum without the
intervention of the government or any other organiza-
tion; the declaration and guarantee of secular higher
education, free of Catholic dogmatism; establishing
the participation of students, professors and gradu-
ates alike in the university government; allowing the
possibility of optional classroom attendance; guaran-
teeing the periodic rotation of the chairs and ending
life tenures, which should be replaced by public
teaching demonstrations in the selection process
of new faculty members; preventing the reelection

of rectors and deans without an interim period;

the implementation of public lectures and parallel
courses that would allow the students to choose
among a variety of chairs; examining the contents
of the curricula in order to include modern scien-
tific material, developing linkages between student
politics and national politics, especially in relation to
national social issues; organizing and expanding the
university's extension politics, particularly the courses
offered to workers in order to develop fraternal bonds
with the proletariat; establishing tuition-free educa-
tion and defending open admission; finally, incorpo-
rating innovative teaching and learning methods (Del
Mazo 1967-8; Clneo 1978; Portantiero 1978; Ciria
y Sanguinetti 1987; Buchbinder 2005; Tinnermann
Bernheim 2008). Through direct action, the Reform
achieved a real change in university legislation and
the organizational structure of higher education
(Munera Ruiz 2011).

The Reform as a movement, in general terms, sought
to define, by means of its main proponents, a new
model of man, university and science and, therefore,
of politics. Although many times finding heterodox




affinities, the metaphysical renovation of the reform-
ists was beyond the strict institutional structure of
the political parties, trade unions and traditional
leaders, often maintaining the programmatic dogmas
of ideologies that were popular among students. In
fact, among the reformists there were supporters
of socialism, anarchism, communism, radicalism,
liberalism and, even, Catholics and non-partisans
(Bermann 1946).

If the University Reform did not come to develop a
new order, at least a youth culture of unprecedented
power was articulated not only at the local but also
at the international level. The enthusiasm it generated
has been perceived as the second common enterprise
of Latin American countries, after the cycle of their
political independence from the Spanish Empire. The
echoes across the rest of the continent started with its
immediate reception by Victor Raul Haya de la Torre
(1895-1979) and in José Carlos Mariategui's (1894-
1930) Peru, as well as in the Cuba of Julio Antonio
Mella (1893-1929). The movement then expanded
to Chile, Colombia, Guatemala and Uruguay. After
1930, a second wave arrived to Brasil, Paraguay,
Bolivia, Ecuador, Venezuela y Mexico (Portantiero
1978: 58).

This perception of a common Latin American
common endeavour was accentuated, especially
once the lighthouse of European humanism had been
turned off forever after the carnage of the First World
War, while the United States had demonstrated its
thirst to conquer the American continent economi-
cally, culturally and militarily. In contrast, at the same
time, the Mexican and Bolshevik revolution raised the
hope of a new and democratic era. In Argentina, this
enthusiasm had a singular decline: these winds of
renewal were met with an atmosphere full of demo-
cratic passion. Only two years before the University
Reform there were free national elections for the
first time and with them the middle classes, mostly
descendants of immigrants, felt their roles of polit-
ical protagonists, now represented by the brand-new
radical government that closed a cycle of decades of
fraud and successive oligarchic governments, made
up of an enlightened but undemocratic landowning
bourgeoisie.
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